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 Introduction 
 

The 8th International Funerary Archaeology Colloquium, on the topic of “Funerary Practices 
in Europe, before and after the Roman Conquest (3rd century BC - 3rd century AD)”, held in Sibiu, 
between October 4 and 7, 2007, can be considered a success, from several perspectives. 

The colloquium set out to analyze funerary phenomena from the Europe of the 3rd c. BC – 
3rd c. AD in order to seize both the elements of continuity and those of discontinuity in the funerary 
practices of some peoples before and after the Roman conquest. 

The choice of year, topic and location of the colloquium was influenced by several major 
events: the first was the celebration, in 2006, of 1900 years since the Roman conquest of Dacia; the 
second was the fact that Sibiu was, in 2007, the European Capital of Culture; the third was that The 
National Brukenthal Museum was celebrating 190 years since it has opened up its collections to the 
visitors. We could add that the 7th International Funerary Archaeology Colloquium, also held in 
Sibiu (6-9 October 2005) has enjoyed a resounding success, partly due to the publishing of the 
proceedings in 2006. 

The 2007 colloquium has brought together 30 researchers from 9 countries (Romania, the 
Republic of Moldova, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Greece, F.Y.R. Macedonia, Serbia, the Czech Republic 
and Poland), who have held 20 lectures, very diverse, in terms of geography, chronology or ethnic 
focus. Thus, the lectures held concerned a large geographical area – from the north of the Black 
Sea to the center of Europe and from Poland to Greece – and were on Thracians, Illyrians, Celts, 
Greeks, Romans etc. Also, the lectures approached various aspects of the funerary phenomena, 
ranging from tomb construction to tomb chronology, from rites and rituals to inventory and 
offerings etc. The elements of continuity or the changes in the funerary practices of various peoples 
as a result of the Roman conquest turned out to be particularly interesting. Intense and fruitful 
discussions took place after the lectures, as did exchanges of pieces of information and publications 
between the participants. 

We also need to point out that the lectures held were published right away, in widely-used 
languages, which will secure their fast diffusion in the international scientific environment. 

The volume was prepared for publishing at the Museum of Braila, so we owe thanks to the 
colleagues Dana Smasnov and Roberto Tănăsache for the help with that. 

All in all, we can therefore conclude that the lectures and the discussions held at the 
colloquium, plus the publishing of the studies in widely-used languages and in excellent conditions, 
have made this scientific event a success, as it contributed to the enrichment of our view on the 
various aspects of the funerary domain. 
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